
 
 
 
 

 

STRENGTHENING REPORTING ON THE OCEAN IN THE PACIFIC  
Virtual Ocean Media Workshop and Story Grants for Pacific Island Journalists 

 

March 28, 31 and April 4, 2022 
1:00PM – 2:30 PM (Fiji Time UTC +12) 

 

Workshop Overview 
The Pacific is the world’s largest ocean, covering nearly one-third of the Earth’s surface. It is our 
region’s largest resource that helps defines us as Pacific people, underpinning our livelihoods 
and way of life. It supports Pacific Island ecosystems and economies with its diverse coral reefs, 
the deepest oceanic trenches and the healthiest and in some cases largest, remaining 
populations of many globally rare and threatened species such as commercially important 
species like tuna as well as whales, sea turtles, dugongs and saltwater crocodiles. The Pacific is 
also threatened by illegal, under-reported or unregulated (IUU) fishing, over-fishing of 
commercially sought species and bycatch, marine pollution, invasive species, and of course 
climate change that leads to ocean acidification and coral bleaching that threatens marine life 
and their habitats. 
 

Through a virtual media workshop and story grants program, the Waitt Institute and 
Internews’ Earth Journalism Network will build the capacity of local journalists and media outlets 
to raise public awareness of need for marine protection and sustainable ocean management, as 
well as cultivate a sustainable network of Pacific Island journalists. It will give Pacific journalists 
the opportunity to investigate, produce, and disseminate accurate, reliable, and trusted 
information about the effects of climate change, IUU fishing and environmental degradation on 
the ocean as well as strategies for sustainable ocean management. It will also prepare journalists 
and media organizations to cover relevant upcoming events, in particular the Our Ocean 
Conference planned for April 2022 in Koror, Palau and upcoming UN Ocean Conference in 
Lisbon, Portugal. 
 
 

Activities 
• Virtual media workshop Three 90-minute sessions designed to introduce journalists to 

ocean topics, hear directly from experts and provide skills training and mentorship from senior 
journalists experienced in covering ocean management. Participating journalists will be 
encouraged to produce stories following the workshop. 
 

• Story grants program Following your participation in the workshop, you will be eligible 
to pitch a story idea on an ocean topic of your choice. If your pitch is selected, you will 
receive a story grant and one-on-one mentorship by a senior Pacific journalist.  



To confirm your attendance, please email  
Makereta Komai (PINA) pacnews1@pina.com.fj and Donna Hoerder (Internews EJN) at 
dhoerder@internews.eu and state why you should be considered for this workshop. 
 
This activity is made possible with the financial support from the Waitt Foundation and is being 
carried out in collaboration with the Pacific Islands News Association (PINA).  
 
Agenda 

TIME  
(FIJI/UTC+12) 

TOPIC SPEAKERS & 
MODERATORS 

Day 1 (March 28) Intro to Oceans & Reporting in the 
Pacific Region 

 

01:00pm – 01:05pm Welcome and Introduction  
Overview of the virtual workshop 

Workshop Facilitator: 
Donna Hoerder 
EJN 

01:05pm – 1:10pm Introduction from Waitt Institute Dr Kathryn Mengerink 
Waitt Institute Executive 
Director 

1:10pm – 1:15pm Introduction from the Earth Journalism 
Network 

James Fahn 
EJN Executive Director 

1:15pm – 2:00pm Understanding Ocean Management: 
Balancing Economy & Environment 

• Intro to Blue Economy, Marine 
Protection and Sustainable 
Fisheries. A discussion on how 
oceans related measures 
contribute to the economic, 
social, and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable 
development. 

• Q & A 

Blue Economy  
Dr. Angus Friday  
Waitt Institute 
 

Marine Protection  
Dr. Kathryn Mengerink 
Waitt Institute 
 

Sustainable Fisheries 
Mereseini Totoka 
Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat  

2:00pm - 2:25pm Main Challenges Facing Pacific Island 
Journalists in Ocean Reporting 

Stanley Simpson  
Mai TV (Fiji)  
 

Ofani Eremae  
Island Sun (Solomon 
Islands) 

2:25pm – 2:30pm Wrap-up of the 1st day and agenda for 
the next session  

Donna Hoerder 
EJN 

Day 2 (March 31) Reporting on Oceans, the Pacific Way  
 



1:00pm – 1:05pm Welcome & Summary of the 1st day of 
the workshop and agenda for today 

PINA representative 
Workshop Facilitator 

1:05pm – 1:30pm Pacific Journalism and the Marine 
Environment 

• Reporting tips and linking 
headlines with stories on oceans 

Cherelle Jackson 
Freelance Reporter  

1:30pm – 2:00pm Social Media and Digital Multimedia 
Skills Training for News and Storytelling 

• Learn to create and deliver news 
stories using social media and 
multimedia skills 

Amrita Gupta and 
Hannah Bernstein 
EJN 
 

Tiffany Ngo 
Waitt Institute 

2:00pm – 2:25pm Ocean Science and Conservation in the 
Pacific 

Dr. Kati Soapi 
The Pacific Community 
(SPC) 

2:25pm – 2:30pm Questions & wrap-up  
Agenda for the next session  

Workshop Facilitator 

Day 3 (April 4) Enhancing Storytelling on Oceans & 
Upcoming Opportunities 

 

1:00pm – 1:05pm Summary of the 2nd day of the 
workshop and agenda for today 

Workshop facilitator 

1:05pm – 1:40pm Cultivating sources in the Pacific 
• What are the best ways to make 

your contact list of Ocean 
experts, NGOs and officials in 
your respective countries? 

• How to connect to the latest 
information and resources 
available for your story ideas and 
angles 

Nanette Woonton 
SPREP (Samoa)  
 

Leilani Reklai 
Palau Media Council 
 

Shayna Brody 
Waitt Institute 
 

1:40pm – 2:15pm All about the Our Ocean Conference in 
Palau April 13, 14, 2022 

Raquel Missbrenner  
Palau President’s Office 
 

Justin Kenney  
US State Department 

2:15pm – 2:20pm Opportunities for story grants and 
mentorship & closing remarks 

EJN & Waitt Institute 

 
 


